
SusWoT MEETING 
7:30pm, 27th November 2025, Village Hall 

Present 
Alex Dunn, Richard Bennett, Jane Stott, Pat Meek, Liz Viggars 
 
Apologies 
Fran Bragg, Mel Ward, Denise Barwell, Judith Sluglett, Jill Kempshall, Hattie Lupton, Tracy Tainton, Steve 
Tainton 
 

To contact us about any items below, please email suswot2050@gmail.com. 
 
Previous Minutes 
https://www.suswot.org.uk/minutes/ 
 

REGULAR ITEMS 
Domestic Energy 
 
We had a successful energy fair attracting over 100 visitors. Feedback was very positive but the number of 
attendees was less than half of the previous year. On the plus side, the attendees all seemed very engaged. 
We’ve had feedback from people who attended the fair and have already started to put their plans into action 
(including two of the prizewinners, and one of Richard’s neighbours).  
 
Stallholders were positive. However we have received stats from Ecocetera suggesting the same proportion of 
leads to visitors - therefore significantly below last year’s. 
 
We are very conscious about the risk of diminishing returns and don’t believe that another fair of the same 
format is justified, although we might be able to work with other community groups looking to do something 
similar. 
 
We discussed other energy events. We are not convinced that the library talks or open homes would provide 
ongoing value as individual events - there was a high proportion of SusWoT members attending previously. It’s 
probably better to adopt a lower-key approach - and launch Retrofit Neighbours as an online self-funded 
service.  
 
Liz and team to discuss  with Retrofit West.  
 
Sustainable Holidays 
 
We will pick this up in January. There may be an opportunity to promote this via the Westbury Community 
Networking Forum (see AOB). 
 
Litter 
 

mailto:suswot2050@gmail.com
https://www.suswot.org.uk/minutes/


We have received the Keep It Clean grants from Bristol Civic Society and Quartet Foundation. Alex is meeting 
regularly with Team Southmead who have promoted our picks. Team Southmead have sent us one new 
volunteer so far and we recruit potential pickers at our Friday and Sunday activities. We’ve been clearing 
Doncaster Road Park and the Southmead Trym Valley. Fonthill Park next and then the streets. The green space 
at Coombe Dale is now finished. 
 
Liz and Alex met with Mark Weston - his regular picks are not very well attended and there is not the same 
community infrastructure as there is in Southmead. Mark has suggested areas where we might start the Keep It 
Clean campaign in Henbury and Brentry. We should create a poster (rather than a leaflet in the first instance).  
 
Trout in the Trym - River Cleaning, Himalayan Balsam 
 
Following Pete and Alex’s talk at the Trout in the Town conference, we have been invited to join the Sewage 
Campaign Network - SusWoT happy to join in principle and will discuss at the next Trout in the Trym meeting. 
 
Get Growing 
See Future Direction of SusWoT below 
 
Library Garden and Community Garden 
We had agreed in principle to purchase a battery-powered lawnmower for the Library Garden. However the cost 
is nearer £200 than £100 - which was deemed too high. Liz and Alex to investigate potential alternative models 
and monitor the prices.  
 
The Community Garden arch has been purchased and installed - SusWoT is covering the £122 cost. 
 
 
Supper Club/ Meal Nights 
Second Thursday - Restaurant 
Thursday 11th December - Mezze Bar. 
 
Tuesday - Pub 
12 days after the restaurant night, usually 4th Tuesday 
Due on Tuesday 23rd December at Black Swan - change this to a social without food. 7:30 
 
Events - Recent and Upcoming 
 
Publicity 
 
Create poster for Henbury and Brentry Keep It Clean (similar to the advert in the Mead).  
 
Phone Apps 
 
Future Direction of SusWoT 
 



Members were keen to promote more of the growing activities - and this will be the main focus for February’s 
meeting. We are looking at raising different vegetables (not just tomatoes) and want people’s ideas. We need to 
find more people who’d be prepared to raise plants from seed.  Should we extend to bee-friendly flowers? 
 
It would also be good to try and bring back Eat WoT Grows in some form - bringing people together to cook 
together. We’d aim for this to be in September.  
 
Charity and Administrative Matters 
Trustees meeting to be arranged in the next few weeks.  
 
AOB 
 
Liz gave an update from Westbury Community Networking Forum that meets quarterly. The forum aims to 
connect social prescribers and health professionals with the different  community groups. It has actively 
promoted SusWoT’s projects - particularly the energy events. Its current project is focussed on ways to tackle 
loneliness - for example promoting activities in the doctor’s surgery. One of the ideas is to have a ‘Holiday at 
Home’ event - this may be an opportunity for SusWoT to present its ideas on sustainable holidays and making 
the most of our local amenities.  
 
 
Date of Next Meeting 
We will not have a meeting on Christmas Day! Our next meeting will be Thursday 29th January. 
 
Regular meeting time: 7:30pm, last Thursday of the month, Westbury-on-Trym Village Hall 
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